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Women collecting water outside Lusaka,
Zambia

W e are very pleased to present
the 2nd issue of the Partners
for Africa newsletter. The

project's goal is to prove the role of re-
newable energy in poverty eradication
through the creation of partnerships and
to support policy making in the areas of
renewable energy and sustainable re-
source management, health and enter-
prise development. Different types of
policy, programme and action partner-
ships have been established in the afore-
mentioned areas during the first half of
the project (for more information please
refer to page 2). Partners for Africa
project has been deeply engaged in the
support of policy making activities in
South Africa and Zambia. Emphasis has
also been put on a wider use of renew-
able energy and modern biomass for a
sustainable energy future since modern
biomass offers the poor new options for
sustainable livelihoods. Another aspect
explored throughout the project is the
potential use of liquid biofuels for trans-
port and cooking in African countries.

- The Editor

Cooking stove used in Sudan Informal market outside Dakar, Senegal

Next event: Partners for Africa
Policy Dialogue Conference

The Role of Renewable Energy Policy
in Africa for Poverty Alleviation and
Sustainable Development, 22-24 June
2005 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. For
more information see page 3.

Zambia Workshop and Ministerial High-level Dialogue

ANational Policy Workshop and
a Ministerial high-level Dialogue
was held in Lusaka, Zambia in

December 2004 under the framework
of "Partners for Africa" (PFA) Project.

The Policy Dialogue on Biofuels, Re-
newable Energy for Public Health and
Enterprise Development, held on 14-15
December at the Mulungushi Conference
Centre focused on: Zambian Energy
Policy Initiatives; Financing and Enter-
prise Development; Renewable Energy
Technologies for Public Health and Sani-
tation; and Opportunities for Liquid
Biofuels at national and regional scales.

The workshop was organised by the
Centre for Energy, Environment and En-
gineering, CEEEZ, Zambia and co-
organised by the Stockholm Environ-
ment Institute, SEI.

Stakeholders at the workshop in-
cluded international and local experts
from industry, academia, government,
NGOs, and trade groups.

It was encouraging to experience the
intensive dialogue between key stakehold-
ers, experts and decision-makers from
Zambia. The success of the workshop
was attributed to the broad, multi-sectoral
attendance and the strong local interest.

In addition to the workshop, a minis-
terial high-level dinner policy dialogue
took place on December 14, 2004.The
objective was to disseminate the objec-
tives of PfA. Focus was on the role of
biofuels in poverty alleviation.

The Department of Energy (DoE), un-
der the Ministry of Energy and Water De-
velopment and the Energy Regulatory
Board (ERB) is currently undertaking a
major restructuring of the energy sector
in Zambia and bioenergy will potentially
play a very important role in the future.
A higher profile for biofuels in the politi-
cal agenda and the formulation of new
energy policies are a main goal to mod-
ernise the 1994 National Energy Policy
(NEP).
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In attendance at the dinner were four
cabinet ministers and one deputy minis-
ter. Due to the importance of the meet-
ing, Chairpersons and Directors of rel-
evant Government Autonomous Scien-
tific/Quasi-scientific bodies were invited
by the focal point ministry (MSTVT) in
addition to PfA Partners from both Af-
rica and Europe. •

Policy Dialogue workshop in Senegal

A Policy Dialogue Workshop was
held in Dakar, Senegal 20-21
April 2005 in the framework of

Partners for Africa project. This policy
dialogue was organised by ENDA Senegal
and co-organised with ITDG, United
Kingdom. The workshop brought to-
gether policy and decision makers, re-
searchers, NGOs and the Civil Society,

to discuss and analyse the different is-
sues related to sustainable household en-
ergy and health, such as indoor air pol-
lution, poor lighting, sustainability and
income generation and the existing poli-
cies, and programmes promoting better
health and the development of Millennium
Goals.The policy dialogue identified rel-
evant policy needs and ways of imple-
menting them. •

Partners for Africa - A success story
by Dr. Rainer Janssen, WIP - Renewable Energies, Germany (rainer.janssen@wip-unich.de)

Objectives
The objective of the
project PARTNERS FOR
AFRICA is to demon-
strate the role of renew-
able energy in poverty
eradication and to offer
support to policy making
activities in sustainable
resource management,
health and enterprise de-
velopment in the frame-
work of the European
Commission's INCO Programme.

Thereby, the action will support and
stimulate the activities of the European
Energy Initiative for Poverty Eradica-
tion and Sustainable Development. This
initiative was launched at the
Johannesburg World Summit for Sus-
tainable Development to help achieve
the Millennium Development Goals by
creating a focus on better access to sus-
tainable energy services for the more
than two billion "energy poor" of our
planet.

International and local partnerships
will be mobilised to support policy mak-
ing. The partnerships will be of three
essential types: Policy Partnerships,
Programme Partnerships and Action
Partnerships. Policy Partnerships will
support the development of progressive
energy policy initiatives directly through
research activities and stakeholder net-
working. Programme partnerships will
initiate and support training and capac-

Ministerial high-level dinner policy dialogue held at Lusaka,
December 2004

ity building initiatives. Action Partner-
ships will lay the foundations for con-
crete projects including pilot projects.

Partnership
The consortium comprises 6 highly com-
petent actors, active in the renewable en-
ergy and international development fields.
The 3 European members of the con-
sortium are the WIP-ETA Consortium
(Germany/Italy), ITDG (UK) and SEI (Swe-
den).

This project builds upon the experi-
ences and results of the following suc-
cessful global energy and development
networks, initiated by the European
Commission's INCO Programme and
coordinated by the European consor-
tium partners: LAMNET (www.bioenergy-
lamnet.org), CARENSA (www.carensa.net)
and Sparknet (www.sparknet.info).

The African consortium members are
experienced and have an established repu-
tation in the fields of renewable energy
and development. They are Illovo Sugar

(South Africa), ENDA (Senegal)
and CEEEZ (Zambia).

Activities
A variety of partnerships on re-
newable energy and sustainable
resource management, health
and enterprise development
have been initiated in the
framework of the PARTNERS
FORAFRICAproject.

Partnerships: Renewable
energy and sustainable resource
management
• Policy Partnership: Government
Policy on Ethanol - South Africa
• Policy Partnership: Government
Policy on Cogeneration - South Africa
• Action Partnership: Pelletisation of
Sugar Cane Bagasse - South Africa
• Programme Partnership: Use of
Bioenergy and Small-hydro to improve
Access to Modern Energy Services and
to produce Renewable Transport Fuels
-Zambia

Partnerships: Renewable energy
and health
• Programme Partnership: Reduction of
Indoor Air Pollution in Poor Households
• Action Partnership: Water and Sanita-
tion Through Sustainable "Eco-San" En-
ergy and Water Systems

Partnerships: Renewable energy
and enterprise development
• Policy Partnership: Comprehensive RE
Policy Methodology for Zambia - Revi-
sion of the National Energy Policy

Stockholm Environment Institute


